68                     EUROPE LOOKS AT INDIA

Before even her literature and philosophy were known
to Englishmen, India loomed large on their intellectual
horizon.   But let us remember that it was the horizon of
middle-class   people,   puritanical,   narrow-minded,   and
essentially respectable.   As regards their attitude towards
Indians they, as in the case of Johnson for instance, con-
fessed their ignorance; but they had very definite opi-
nions regarding the exploitation of India by their own
countrymen.  There is a good deal of righteous indigna-
tion in their writings on the British administration and
we wonder whether indeed they realized that much of
their own prosperity and culture, their 'good manners*
and respectability, would disappear with the cessation of
that exploitation of their colonies which they so strongly
condemned.   We would like to assume that they were
still unconscious of the relationship between civilization
and economic prosperity, and that their indignation, just
as Goethe's when confronted by the caste system, was
genuine.   And when a few years later the first English
scholars, inspired and encouraged by Warren Hastings,
published their first translations from Indian literature,
the people of England realized the relativity of all stan-
dards of civilization.  It was indeed Hastings himself who
opened the eyes of Englishmen to the fact that there is
something called Indian civilization which calls for a
positive response from the West.   Hastings' position was
peculiar inasmuch as he had to. stress both the cultural
and the political aspect of the problem of response.   On
the one hand, therefore, he takes up a similar attitude as
Goethe a few years after him, namely, that a knowledge
of Indian life and literature will broaden and enliven tfie
mind of the West, on the other,"however,'he also points